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SUBJECT: NEPAL ELEVATES RELATIONS WITH KOREAS 
REE: (A) KTM 0834; (B) A-42, ITEM 8 

1. IN SEPARATE STATEMENTS RELEASED MAY 15, GON ANNOUNCED 
ELEVATION OF RELATIONS WITH BOTH ROK AND DPRK FROM CONSULAR 
TO FULL DIPLOMATIC STATUS. 

2. ACCORDING ROK CONSUL, DPRK PRESSURED GON TO ISSUE ANNOUNCE- 
MENTS JUST PRIOR TO OR DURING APRIL 30 - MAY 3 GOODWILL VISIT 
LED BY DPRK FINANCE MINISTER KIM KYONG-YOU (REF B), BUT GON 
EVEN HANDEDLY DEMURRED ON BASIS THAT DPRK WOULD THEREBY HAVE 
BREN HIGHLIGHTED. 

3. COMMENT: THIS MOVE HAS LONG BEEN ANTICIPATED, AND AS STATED 
EARLIER (REF A), WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WILL HAVE SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT ON GON RELATIONS WITH KOREAS. 
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